[New medicinal action of native hormone].
Estrogen is involved in the growth and development of female organs such as uterus and mammary gland. On the other hand, from clinical point of view, it is recently suggested that estrogen is effective to protect postmenopausal women from osteoporosis, coronary heart disease and Alzheimer disease. In order to study the molecular mechanism of estrogen action, we have identified an estrogen responsive gene, efp (estrogen-responsive finger protein), which might mediate estrogen action in various target organs at diverse stages and targeted mutagenesis of efp gene could help clarify physiologic actions of estrogen.